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old Roman Empire, and the magnifi-
cent Church of St. Mark, consecrated
in 1094, was modelled on the plan
of the Emperor Justinian's Church of
the Apostles at Constantinople. The
plan was a Greek cross with equal arms
and five domes, one in the centre, one
over each arm of the cross. The great
beauty of this church consists in the
exquisitely carved capitals of the pil-
lars. These capitals, it is believed,
were imported from an island in the
Sea of Marmora, where there was a
school of sculptors who specialised in
these wonderful carvings.

Poor England.

Of all countries none suffered worse
by the collapse of Rome than England.
Romans had governed for nearly 400

years ; the country was dotted with
fine cities, splendid villas and great
public buildings. Then all at once
every Roman left the country, and
wave after wave of barbarian invasion
swept it for centuries. Civilised life
simply disappeared, yet the Roman
tradition died hard. With the Saxons,
to build in stone was to build " more
Romanorum " (in the manner of the
Romans), but for at least 500 years
there were very few buildings of
anything better than timber, while
poorer folk lived in mud hovels thatched
with reeds.

Yet when the Normans came they
found a good many churches soundly
built of stone, some of which still
exist. The best remaining example is
at Bradford-on-Avon.

THE  PANTHEON OF AGRIPPA
., Referred to as the oldest building in the world in present-day use, the Pantheon at Rome was
in ancient days a temple and is now a church.   It was constructed by the Emperor Hadrian
(who built Hadrian's Wall across the .north of England) about the year A.D. 120.    Features
of this ancient building are a rotunda and dome, and a portico having Corinthian columns.